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The 2013 FISA Annual Conference was 
recently held in Savannah, Ga. FISA 

brings together independent distributors 
and manufacturers serving high purity and 
sanitary processing industries in food, bever-
age, personal care, pharmaceutical and Bio-
pharm. At the conference, FISA featured a 
presentation from Allen Sayler, managing 
partner for the Center for Food Safety and 
Regulatory Solutions (CFSRS).

 During the presentation, Sayler addressed 
the key issues facing the industry, including 
hard-to- clean equipment, which ranked 
sixth on his list of problems needing to be 
addressed. Sayler’s comments are especially 
pertinent given the upcoming regulation 
derived from the FDA’s Food Safety Mod-
ernization Act (FMSA), which focuses on 
reducing risks from potential food sources 
and processes.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), one out of 
every six people in the U.S. is hospitalized 
annually from food-borne illnesses—and 
approximately 3,000 die. “The thoughtful 
approach that FISA and its members are 
taking to be proactively knowledgeable on 
this key topic along with services provided 
by CFSRS and others, will be essential to 
navigate and generate value from these food 
safety legislative changes,” said Wallace 

Wittkoff, a member of the FISA Board of 
Directors and director Global Hygienic Seg-
ment for Pump Solutions Group (PSG). 

Key takeaways from Sayler’s presentation for 
minimizing and preventing hazards were: 

	 Food Safety Plan, whereby essential ele-
ments, validated procedures and process 
controls will be documented for traceability 
and record keeping to ensure compliance. 

	 A timeline that includes a comment pe-
riod up to November 2014 and enforce-
ment to start from October 2015 to 2017, 

depending on size of the processor. 

	 Litigation that may force implementa-
tion (legislated or self-regulated) of por-
tions of the plan sooner than the current 
estimated timeline. 

	 Clean-ability and prevention of cross 
contamination are the key focus for 
equipment manufacturers and suppliers. 

	 FISA will be providing periodic updates 
on FSMA to educate member manufac-
turers and distributors so that they can 
continue to update their customers.

Zwirner Equipment Company
Contact: Eric Zwirner
580 Industrial Park Drive
Hartsville, TN 37074
Phone (615) 680-3312
eric@zwirnerequipment.com

Brawn Mixer
Contact: Jerry Fleishman
3389 128th Ave.
Holland, MI 49423
Phone (616)399-5600
jfleishman@brawnmixer.com

Welcome New Members
The following members joined  
recently. Please welcome:

FISA Members Get Update on Food Safety Modernization Act
This article was first published September 27 in Pumps and Processes.

Allen Sayler addressed key issues facing the industry.

BRAND-NEW! Facing the Forces of Change:®  
Reimagining Distribution in a Connected World

Facing the Forces of Change® is the only 
major research study analyzing the future of 
wholesale distribution within multiple lines 
of trade. Since its inception in 1982, this 
landmark series continues to provide insights 
about the overall future of wholesale distribu-
tion and the role of wholesaler-distributors. 

The focus in this brand-new 10th edition 
is on today’s exciting times for wholesaler-
distributors as they look to 

	 capitalize on opportunities in e-com-
merce, mobility, and social media

	 embrace the full  
potential of advanced analytics

	 reimagine both their role in the value 

chain and the struc-
ture and functions 
that comprise their 
organization.

Over the next three 
to five years, these existing and future trends 
will transform the industry, changing the 
way distributors interact with customers 
and suppliers, altering the role of individual 
functions within the distribution business, 
and driving the imperative for true business-
model innovation.

To order your book go to: 
www.naw.org/publications/pindex.php
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Newman Sanitary Gasket
The Board of Directors of 
Newman Sanitary Gasket 
Company named Thomas 
Moore President of Newman 
Sanitary Gasket Company 
and Newman Diaphragm 
LLC in July. Tom has been 
with Newman for more than 
24 years, serving as Sales 

Manager, Vice President of Sales, and President 
of the Dairy Equipment Division. Newman 
Sanitary Gasket Company is one of the world’s 
largest manufacturers of FDA Sanitary gaskets, 
O-rings and custom molded products. Newman 
Diaphragm LLC manufactures and distributes 
diaphragms worldwide. The company is head-
quartered in Lebanon, Ohio.

Steel & O’Brien
Steel & O’Brien Manufactur-
ing continues to expand and 
diversify. Steel & O’Brien 
welcomes Michael J. Gardner 
as a full time IT specialist 
who will update and maintain 
their own customized software 
program. Steel & O’Brien 
is also pleased to announce 
the recent hiring of Dave 
Johnson to their Inventory 
Management team. Dave has 
over 20 years of experience 
in managing and controlling 
bulk inventories in multiple 
warehouses based all over the 
world; including Ireland, Sin-

gapore, Malaysia, Thailand, China and Mexico. 
Steel & O’Brien is a manufacturer of stainless 
steel fittings and valves used in the food, bever-
age, dairy and pharmaceutical/biotech industries 
and maintains inventory levels of over 25 million 
dollars in finished goods. 

Fristam Pumps
Fristam Pumps is pleased to 
announce Armando Diaz has 
joined the company as Bilin-
gual Applications Engineer. 
In his new position, Armando 
will provide technical sup-
port and customer assistance 
to Fristam’s Latin American 
customers. Armando comes to 

Fristam with 12 years of mechanical design engi-
neering experience and is fluent in both English 
and Spanish. He has a B.S. in Mechanical Engi-
neering from the University of Wisconsin–Madi-
son and an Associates of Science in Mechanical 
Design from Madison Area Technical College. 
Fristam Pumps USA, Middleton, WI, is a global 

manufacturer of sanitary centrifugal and positive 
displacement pumps, blenders and mixers used 
by the beverage, dairy, food and pharmaceutical/
biotech industries.

Top Line Process Equipment Company
Top Line Process Equip-
ment Company of Bradford, 
PA is pleased to announce 
the addition of Staci Frantz 
as Vice President of Op-
erations. Staci joins Top Line 
with many years of business 
experience and has acquired 
a very diverse background. 

This includes 12 years of top level management 
with responsibilities for revenue expansion, profit 
generation, strategic planning, and forecasting. 
Operational experiences include accounting, pur-
chasing, inventory control, warehouse manage-
ment, data analysis, supply chain management, 
sales and customer service.

Staci holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration with a minor in Accounting from 
the University of Pittsburgh and graduated Mag-
na Cum Laude. She is a Certified Management 
Accountant and a Certified Financial Manager.
Prior to joining Top Line, Staci was with W. R. 
Case and Sons Cutlery Company for 18 years.  

United Industries 
United Industries, Inc., a manufacturer of 
laser welded sanitary tubing, located in Selmer, 
Tennessee, has announced plans to expand its 
United Stainless Cutting and Fabricating facility 
at 130 Three Star Drive in Selmer, Tennessee. 
The expansion will include a 30,000 sq. ft. 
building addition that will accommodate addi-
tional cutting and fabrication equipment along 
with more efficient storage and handling. It is 
expected that a minimum of 10 new jobs will be 
added within two years.

VNE Corporation
VNE Corporation is pleased 
to announce that Sally Blue 
has joined the company as 
a Design Technician. In her 
new position, Sally will be 
responsible for estimating, 
drawing prints, designing 
tooling and product, and 
preparing routings and bill of 

materials. Sally comes to VNE with 17 years of 
design technician experience. 

M.G. Newell
Mimi Cartee has joined M. G. Newell as 
Director of Marketing and Business Develop-

The who, what, 
where, when and 
whys of the FISA
membership.

How to Submit News

The Distributor News is 
published quarterly and the 
deadline for the next issue is 
December 1, 2013. Due to 
space limitations, we cannot 
print specific product informa-
tion, but personnel changes, 
changes of address, expansions 
or other industry news is always 
of interest. 

If you have a question, please 
call 336-274-6311. 

Fax information to FISA at 
336-691-1839 or mail to 
FISA at 1207 Sunset Drive,  
Greensboro, NC 27408.

Email: stella@fisanet.org

Member News  
& Views

Michael Gardner

Staci Frantz

Sally Blue

Dave Johnson

Thomas Moore

Armando Diaz

Continued on page 8...
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2013 FISA Conference • Savannah, Georgia

Wallace & Claudia Wittkoff of PSG

Wolfgang Stamp, Fristam Pumps, 
Michelle & Randy Hirsh, Dairy Engineering

Raelyn & Jim Jimenez, GFI Stainless

Jeff Hennessey, UDMC, June Clark,  
Perrigo Inc., & Sally Hennessey

Dan Larsen, VNE Corp., Linda & Murray Smith, 
 Nelson-Jameson Inc., & Jo Anne Larsen

Barb & Kevin O’Donnell, Top Line Process Equipment,  
Jim McCoy, Pentair Sudmo

Neal & Theresa Sanders, Nether Industries, Claudia Wittkoff, PSG Historic Highlights of Savannah Tour Group

 Ruth Anne Morava, Stuart W. Johnson & Company,  
Connie & Tom Gavinski, Fristam Pumps
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1207 Sunset Drive 
Greensboro, NC 27408

Distributor News

Mark Your Calendar 
November 1, 2013 

UD Scholarship Applications Due
 November 4, 2013 

FISA Cocktail Reception 
Chicago Yacht Club • 400 E. Monroe

 December 1, 2013
 UID Scholarship Winners Announced

 September 13-16, 2014
Newport, Rhode Island • The Viking Hotel

ment.  Mimi has a B. 
S. degree in Textile 
Chemistry, cum laude, 
and a M. S. in Textile 
and Polymer Chemistry, 
magna cum laude, both 
from Clemson Univer-
sity.  She has spent her 
entire career with Ciba 
Specialty Chemicals 
and then Huntsman 
International, which 
acquired Ciba.  Mimi 
has served most recently 
as Regional Market-
ing Manager and then 
Global Product Manager 
for Huntsman. Blake 
Kinnett has joined the 
Greensboro division as a 
Sales Representative. He 
will be covering accounts 
in Georgia. Blake is a 
graduate of Reinhardt 

College and was most recently with Flow-
Matic in Georgia. Ronnie Gaw has joined 
the Nashville division as a Sales Represen-
tative.  He will be covering accounts in 

Western Tennessee and Alabama.  Ronnie 
has spent the majority of his career in the 
Dairy Industry, most recently with Purity 
Dairy in Nashville.

Zwirner Equipment Company
Zwirner Equipment Company recently 
opened a new facility centrally located in 
Hartsville, Tennessee providing new and 
reconditioned machinery, engineering, 
parts, services and transport for industries 
requiring stainless steel for processing 
purposes. And while Zwirner Equipment 
Company (ZEC) is a new entity and 
corporation, the staff, their experience and 
their guiding principles are anything but 
new. Founder and C.E.O, Eric Zwirner 
has been in the industry for 30 years. Core 
services include fabrication, design & 
engineering, supply parts, transport, and 
field installation services for a wide range 
of systems. Other services provided include 
field service and repair, reconditioning of 
customer-owned equipment, appraisals, 
and equipment removal. Additionally, 
ZEC is a distributor of several lines of new 
equipment, parts and supplies for sanitary 
processing. For more information, www.
ZwirnerEquipment.com or at facebook.
com/ZwirnerEquipment.

News & Views, continued from page 6
In Memoriam

On July 24th, 2013, David Newman, 
founder and president of Newman 
Sanitary Gasket passed away. Dave had 
been a loyal supporter and an active 
FISA member for many years. FISA 
extends our deepest sympathy to the 
Newman family.Mimi Cartee

Blake Kennett

Ronnie Gaw
Update your membership listing.  
Go to www.fisanet.org and look 

under Member Directory.
Contact stella@fisanet.org  

if any information needs to be changed.


